
                                                                                    

 

September 25, 2025 

Dear Senators and Representatives: 

On behalf of the Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA), the HIV Medicine Association 
(HIVMA) and the more than 13,000 ID and HIV physicians and scientists across the country that we 
represent, we strongly emphasize that a government shutdown would be devastating and endanger 
the public’s health. We implore you to take action to avert cuts to lifesaving infectious diseases (ID) 
and HIV services and prevent further reductions in the federal health workforce. 

We are deeply concerned by reports that the Administration is planning additional reductions in 
workforce if there is a shutdown, as this would heighten the long-term negative ramifications of a 
shutdown, jeopardizing essential non-mandatory services that rely on annual appropriations. 
Examples of such essential services include: 

• Infectious diseases surveillance: Limiting our knowledge about what pathogens are 
circulating in our communities will reduce clinicians’ abilities to make accurate and timely 
diagnoses, which would create severe delays in starting effective treatment. This is 
particularly concerning as we head into respiratory virus season and with measles still at 
heightened levels compared to previous years. 
 

• HIV prevention, care and treatment: Actions that delay or restrict funding for HIV services 
could result in an increase in new HIV infections and leave people with HIV without access 
to treatment that prevents serious illness and death.  
 

• Testing for rare infections: Tests for certain pathogens are only available through the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Additional workforce reductions could 
decrease access to testing, leaving health care providers and patients unable to secure 
answers and access appropriate treatment. 
 

• Emergency response: While emergency responses are typically maintained during a 
shutdown, this Administration’s plans to fire more federal workers could leave us without 
the public health experts needed to address potential outbreaks or bioterror attacks. A 
shutdown would also limit capacity to provide assistance to states and local communities. 
 

• Food safety: A shutdown and workforce reductions could further limit federal capacity for 
food inspection and detection and public reporting of foodborne illness. This is an issue 
that would have the potential to severely impact a very large number of people across the 
US. 
 



• Research: Delays in processing grant applications and availability of funds for current 
grantees would further slow lifesaving medical research breakthroughs, which have already 
faced steep disruptions and uncertainty this year. Continued wavering in federal support for 
research is causing more early career professionals to turn away from research, which is a 
vital link in discovering and implementing life saving treatments. 

We also urge you to extend the current telehealth flexibilities to avoid disruptions in care that would 
severely harm our patients. In addition, an extension of the enhanced marketplace premium tax 
credits enacted in 2021 is urgently needed to prevent millions of Americans from losing their health 
care coverage, including many of our patients with HIV. 

The impacts of a shutdown and further reductions in the federal workforce will be felt in every 
community in America, leaving us all more vulnerable to serious infectious diseases. We urge you 
to take action to protect the lifesaving services your constituents depend upon to protect their 
health. 

Sincerely, 

 

   

Tina Tan, MD, FIDSA, FPIDS, FAAP  Anna Person, MD, FIDSA 
President, IDSA    Chair-elect, HIVMA  
 


