
IDSA Guidelines on the Diagnosis of COVID-19: Molecular Diagnostic Testing 

Table 1.  Symptoms Compatible with COVID-19 1,2 

Symptoms may appear 2-14 
days after exposure to the 
virus.  
 
People with these symptoms or 
combinations of symptoms 
may have COVID-19* 

Most common symptoms* 
• Cough 
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 
• Fever 

Additional reported symptoms 
• Chills 
• Fatigue 
• Muscle pain 
• Headache 
• Sore throat 
• New loss of taste or smell 
• Congestion or runny nose 
• Nausea or vomiting  
• Diarrhea 

*This list is not all inclusive. Fever, cough or shortness of breath were the most common symptoms reported 
among a convenience sample of U.S. COVID-19 patients 
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